
Small Cities Addendum 

Antelope 

Description 

Antelope is Wasco County’s smallest and most southern city. It is located along Oregon Route 

218 and is located 34 miles Northeast of Madras, OR. The Population Research Center estimated the 

population to be at 51 in 2016 and forecasted to remain at 51 over the next fifty yearsi.   

Antelope was incorporated by its first mayor in 1896. Although now a touristic ghost town; it 

once was a booming center for big sheep ranches and cattle and had a population of almost 2000. At 

dawn of the 20th century, Antelope reportedly enjoyed the services of a post office, three mercantile 

shops, four hotels, seven saloons, two newspapers, a community center, and gas-lit boardwalks. 

Antelope saw a decline in the early 1900’s when the range wars, along with a town fire and relocation of 

a highway saw less people passing through. Antelope didn’t see too much population growth until 1981, 

when Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh and his 2000 followers, a quasi-religious community, established a large 

commune on the neighboring “Big Muddy” ranch. In 1984, Antelope’s name was amended to 

“Rajneesh”, until tensions rose with Oregon officials, and the commune was disbanded and dissolved in 

1985ii iii iv. Most of the “Rajneeshees” then left the area, and the remaining residents voted to restore 

the original name. After the collapse of the commune, the property returned to the Oregon’s ownership 

and in 1999 was bought, and is still operated, by Young Life Christian campv. According to Oregon DHS 

office of Forecasting, Research, and Analysis; Antelope has been identified as a “Poverty Hotspot”, 

meaning that it was measured as a census tract which had poverty rates of 20 percent or more for two 

consecutive surveys.vi 

Hazard vulnerability 

Antelope is Wasco County’s southern and eastern most city.  Most of the land in the area is 

ranchland used for cattle grazing with many dry creek beds, draw, and hollows forming a topographic 

complex landscape of ridges and valleys.  This extensive farm use is vulnerable to extended droughts.  

With juniper, sage, and native grasses as the predominant vegetation, large, fast moving wildfires are 

common.  There is little annual rain fall and no flood or geologic hazard zones inside the city limits.  The 

population is steady but aging and will be increasingly vulnerable to disasters that require medical 

attention or evacuation.  

NHMP Participation 

As part of the public outreach effort, the mayor of Antelope was emailed on November 20, 2017 

to inquire if they were interested in participating.  Response from the city recorder, Tim Richardson, by 

email on November 20, 2017 indicated that they were not.  Per their wishes, Antelope is not included in 

this multi-jurisdictional Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan. 



 

Figure 1 Oregon Route 2018 entering Antelope from the Northwest. Photo credit: Ian Poellet. 

Dufur 

Description 

Dufur is an agricultural community lying 13 miles south of The Dalles and was incorporated in 

1893. It is a community of around 600 peoplevii.  The Population Research Center, in 2016, estimated the 

population of Dufur to be 211 with a projected increase to 618 by 2035viii The main crops are wheat, 

cherries, and grapesix. Dufur attracts bicyclists and motorcyclists in the tourist season, who come for its 

expansive wheat fields and orchards. Since 1971, the annual Vintage Dufur Days Harvest Festival, 

formally The Threshing Bee, celebrates the agricultural culture and demonstrates the lives of early 

pioneers with vintage farming equipment, threshing demonstrations, and a parade. Dufur counts within 

its inventory the Dufur Historical Society, in addition to the Scenic Balch Hotel. The Balch was recently 

restored and operates as a hotel as well as seasonal wedding and event venuex xi xii xiii.According to 

Oregon DHS office of Forecasting, Research, and Analysis; Dufur was also identified as a poverty hotspot. 
xiv 

Hazard vulnerability 

Dufur is surrounded by wheat fields, with scattered orchards to the east.  These farm uses are 

vulnerable to extended drought.  The town water supply comes from 15 Mile Creek out of the Mt Hood 



National Forest, which runs through town and has associated FEMA identified floodplains across the 

southern portion of the city, with fingers reaching to the north along Heisler Street, Williams Street, and 

Alkin Street.  Potential wildfire impacts in the forest to the watershed could negatively affect this water 

source.  The adjacent wheat fields, meadows, and oak woodlands are also highly susceptible to wildfire.  

As tourist attention increases, emergency medical services will be stretched thin.   

NHMP Participation 

Dufur’s Mayor Merle Keys attended the Mitigation Open House, Disasters and Donuts, on 

October 30, 2017.  He contributed feedback on what critical facilities and infrastructure exist in his city, 

which was incorporated into this Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan (for a complete list, see Section 2 – 

Risk Assessment).  On 6/22/18, a series of emails was sent out to city leadership of Dufur, Shaniko, 

Maupin, and Mosier inquiring if they were interested in taking the next step and adopting the plan as 

well, increasing the number of cities included in the multi-jurisdictional plan.  There was no response to 

these emails.  On 7/12/18, each of them was given a follow up phone call.  All of these went to voicemail 

and messages were left.  Merle was included on the 6/22/18 email and the 7/12/18 followup phone 

calls.  During a 7/13/18 conversation, he indicated that Dufur would be interested in adopting the NHMP 

for their city as well.  Once the plan is approved, it will be presented to their City Council for discussion 

and potential adoption.   

 

Figure 2 View of Mount Hood from Dufur. Photo credit: US Forest Service. 

  

 

 



Maupin 

Description 

Maupin is Wasco County’s second largest city.  It lies at the intersection of 197 and the 

Deschutes River. In 2016, the Population Research Center estimated Maupin’s population at 428 with an 

expected growth to 452 by 2035.  River tourism, including fishing and white water rafting, plays a major 

role herexv xvi. It sees significant increase in the summer months due to tourism from rafters on the 

Lower Deschutes River as well as hikers, geocachers, rock hounds, birdwatchers, cyclists, and hunters.  

Community campgrounds fill up with RVs and tents.  Boaters camp where they can along the river and 

many of the homes in town are seasonal vacation homes standing empty for long periods of time in the 

winter.  To serve this large influx of summer tourists, the worker population also increases dramatically 

in the summer time.  In 2015, DHS named Maupin as a poverty hotspot. xvii  

Hazard Vulnerability 

Often seasonal campers and boaters live in temporary shelters such as RVs or tents in the flood 

plain throughout the summer.  With large summer populations of temporary seasonal workers and 

tourists, notification of emergencies is challenging, and emergency services are stretched thin.  Large, 

fast moving wildfires are common in the sage, juniper, and grasslands of the surrounding area.  In June 

of 2018, the 100,000 acre Boxcar Fire started near the city and was stopped within city limits before 

spreading miles to the south.  Those grassy hinterlands are also used for ranching and cattle grazing.  

Any farm use in the region is vulnerable to extended drought.  With low precipitation levels, severe 

winter weather is uncommon, but with steep roads in and out of the river canyon, any snow or ice 

accumulations on these transportation lines will have a negative impact. 

NHMP Participation 

 Maupin was contacted as part of the Partner Agency mailing list (for the complete list see 

Appendix B – Public Process). The mayor, Lynn Ewing, intended to attend the Mitigation Open House, 

Disasters and Donuts, on October 30, 2017 but was unable to.  They have not had any feedback for the 

NHMP Steering Committee throughout this process. 



 

Figure 3 Maupin Bridge. Photo Credit: Wasco County. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mosier  

Description 

Mosier lies along the Columbia River, near the western border of Wasco County, just five miles 

from the City of Hood River.  Based on the Population Research Center estimates, the population 

increased to 456 by 2016, and will increase to 561 by 2035xviii  

Mosier is known for its proximity to hiking on the Rowena Plateau amid basalt cliffs, balsamroot 

flowers, and cherry orchards, as well as cycling trough the Mosier Twin Tunnels Trail, wine tasting, and 

windsurfingxix xx.  Mosier has a heavy tourist presence, but is also home to many full time residents 

working in nearby communities or orchards.  There is a senior center on the east side of town.  

Hazard Vulnerability 

Orchard land to the south is vulnerable to extended drought.  In 2016, an oil train derailed in 

town and sparked a wildfire inside city limits.  Other wildfires have come close as well, burning in the 

pine and oak woodlands and scattered grasslands common in the area.  Ice storms along the Columbia 

River frequently result in I-84 closing from Troutdale to Hood River, negatively impacting businesses and 

commuters who rely on this transportation line daily.  With steep slopes to the south of town, large 

swaths of Mosier are located in geologic hazard zones. A portion of the northern edge is inside the 

Columbia River’s floodplain, as well as along Mosier creek which bisects the city in a steep ravine. 

NHMP Participation 

 During the NHMP process, Mosier went through a City Manager transition from Kathy 

Fitzpatrick to Colleen Coleman.  Both engaged with the NHMP Steering Committee at different points 

during the update.  They provided the Steering Committee with information about ongoing grant 

applications resulting from their efforts to recover from the 2016 oil train derailment, as well as a list of 

critical facilities and infrastructure (for the full list see Section 2 – Risk Assessment).   



 

Figure 4 Mosier Oregon Third Avenue. Photo Credit Ian Poellet. 

Shaniko 

Description 

Shaniko was once the southern terminus of a Union Pacific rail line and known as the “Wool 

Capital of the World”xxi. As of the 2010 census, it had a population of 36xxii. The Population Research 

Center estimates the population will stay at 36 for the next fifty yearsxxiii.  Shaniko lies in the south of 

Wasco County, about 8 miles north of Antelope. Its elevation is 3343 feet from sea level, and Shaniko 

Plateau’s vegetation consists mainly of sage, juniper, and bunchgrassxxiv. Nearby mountain peaks are 

visible from the city. When the railroad stopped going through Shaniko in 1942, it saw a decline and 

traffic and is now most visited for its “ghost town” attractionxxv.  According to DHS in May 2015, Shaniko 

is a poverty hotspot. xxvi   

Hazard Vulnerability 

Surrounded by juniper, sage, and grassland, large swaths of the area are used for ranching, 

increasing the regional vulnerability to extended droughts.  These vegetation types are also highly 

susceptible to large, fast moving wildfires, which are common in the southern and eastern portion of 

Wasco County.  Shaniko has been damaged in the past by wind storms as strong winds are common 

across the ridges in this area. 

NHMP Participation 



In November 2017, the Shaniko City Recorder, Susan Paterson, provided information to the 

Wasco County Steering Committee about previous disasters in the city, including a wildfire ten years 

ago, a wind event eight years ago, and wind events from the previous year.  These events destroyed 

significant and historical structures in the City, including the only bed and breakfast in town, a historic 

water tower, schoolhouse and other structures. As the city thrives on business from travelers interested 

in one of Oregon’s premier “Ghost Towns”, the loss of interesting and historic structures is significant.  

Susan also contributed to the identification of Shaniko’s critical facilities and infrastructure and 

expressed in interest in rebuilding their fire department as a potential mitigation action item, which was 

then added to the action item list. 

 

Figure 5 Downtown Shaniko, winter 2017. Photo Credit: Wasco County. 

NOTE: All small cities have been kept updated and offered a chance to participate as part of the Partner 

Agency email list since the beginning of the update process.  They have received regular updates on the 

NHMP Steering Committee’s progress and have consistently had the opportunity to provide feedback. 
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